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A lot has happened during these last months . We live in different times now and going forward life as we know
it will be different. Rest assured your local HEALTH CONCERN councillors are still here, willing and able to help
where necessary with whatever problems or concerns you may have, whether they effect your community or
yourself we are always ready to help.
Your local HEALTH CONCERN councillors are proud to be part of the Progressive Alliance who control Wyre
Forest District Council. We faced some tough decisions when we took on the administration nearly 2 years ago,
the main problem was a council which had considerable debt something we had to address urgently. We have
embraced localism which will give Town and Parish Councils greater control in matters which effect them. We
have created a green agenda something that all of us should follow and have tried to make Wyre Forest a
greater place to live and work.

COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS MAY 6th 2021
“Often we hear that people don’t feel represented at local elections. Being independent
candidates allows us the freedom and flexibility to bring forward thought and ideas that
are beneficial to our local community. We are not constrained by membership of a
national party that follow a party whip.
Our Health Concern candidates for county election are Claire Barnett and John Thomas,
both are experienced councillors living within the town, both work tirelessly year round
for all residents and would be a much needed voice for Stourport at County Council level.
More than ever we need to work together to tackle issues and improve outcomes for all.
We ask for your support on May 6th, vote for your local community by choosing your local
HEALTH CONCERN candidates.”

PLEASE SUPPORT US WITH YOUR VOTE ON MAY 6TH

CLAIRE BARNETT
JOHN THOMAS
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Wyre Forest’s truly Independent Community and Health Concern Party
The controversial planning application on Bridge Street Car Park last summer was overwhelmingly defeated by the District Council’s Planning Committee. The support from
local residents to reject the application was in the thousands and the voices of Stourport
were heard! Bridge Street is a main route through our town, an area that traffic often
builds up, especially during the summer months and consequently suffers from high air
pollution. As health concern councillors we feel that it is important that this area keeps a
certain amount of green open space which will help with air quality issues and give residents and visitor's a quality pathway to part of Stourport’s Heritage. A heritage that
makes our town unique and we feel should be treasured. Our town exists because of the
historic canal ways, and sensitive, appropriate development of this site is what is needed
going forward. We are engaging with local groups and raising the site’s profile to help
make regeneration here achievable.
As part of the Green Agenda hundreds of trees have been planted throughout
the district. With the help of local school children, we have planted trees on
Riverside meadows, Stourport, and with local volunteers, also on the old golf
course off Burlish Top which borders our town.
To help combat climate change we need to be carbon neutral by 2050. Trees
play a huge part in combatting this by absorbing carbon dioxide and creating
oxygen for us to breathe.
Active travel is a great way to help reduce carbon footprints, walking, cycling or
scooting for those shorter journeys. We strongly support the need for safe
active travel options throughout the whole district.
Both Claire and John will continue to protect green areas of interest within the area, such as
Patrick’s Field. Climate change is one of the big issues which we must tackle in the next few
years, both Claire and John will continue to push this issue at District Council and will make sure
if elected the County Council does more to protect our environment and encourage the use of
more green technologies in public transport.
We both believe that children’s well being and education is a priority and will do all we can to
help improve outcomes across all age groups. We will look at areas around schools where
pedestrian safety needs improvement which will encourage active travel to and from schools.
For children with Special Educational Needs, this would be a particular focus as this is an area
which has shown no improvement on county level evaluations over recent years
Health Concern is a political party based in Wyre Forest. It was founded in 1999 and grew out of the campaign to
restore emergency services at Kidderminster Hospital.
The NHS, local and general, remains a crucial interest, and so after a year of lock-down we are disturbed to see Covid
challenging the NHS to its limit. The pitiful 1% pay rise has offended NHS staff intolerably. We will support these staff
members in all ways that we can.
So why should you support Health Concern ? What makes us different?
Well, we are independent and do not follow a party whip which could work against the interests of our community.
We want to be BETTER than the rest in representing you. Give us that chance and –
WE WILL – Listen to YOU and HEAR what YOU say.
WE WILL – Take decisions in the best interests of Stourport.
WE WILL – Give YOU a real say in how we take the community forward.
WE WILL – Always put PEOPLE before PARTY POLITICS.
WE WILL KEEP OUR PROMISES! GIVE US THE CHANCE TO PROVE IT!
Join Us Visit www.healthconcern.org.uk to find links through to our membership secretary or email your concerns to
talk2us@healthconcern.org.uk
Due to these unprecedented times we are living in many of you will not want visit a polling station in person. DON’T LET YOUR VOTE
GO TO WASTE. Apply for a postal vote. Please go to https://www.wyreforestdc.gov.uk/the-council/elections-and-voting/voting/
voting-by-post-at-elections.aspx for details of how to apply.
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